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IV

Unit Four: The Early Nineteenth Century, 

Revolutions in Poltics and Industry,            
        

          1815-1850
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Historians who examine Europe and the events of late eighteenth and early to 
mid-nineteenth century often refer to the period as the “dual revolution.”  While 

political systems were loudly altering the concept of the state, sovereignty and the cit-
izen, economic systems were quietly and almost imperceptibly transforming society 
in a far more permanent manner.  This unit examines the roots of the quietly devel-
oping industrial revolution as well as the post Napoleonic concepts of liberalism and 
conservatism and their by-products nationalism, socialism and romanticism.  
 Key forces in this period were the conservative aristocrats and the middle-class and 
working-class liberals and nationalists.  Conservatives wanted to maintain the status 
quo and re-instill a sense of traditional European values and practices.  Liberals and na-
tionalists sought to carry on the destruction of the old regime of Europe that had begun 
in France in 1789.  The symbol of conservatism in this period was Prince Metternich of 
Austria.  Metternich was convinced that liberalism and nationalism were destructive 
forces that had to be repressed.  In opposition, liberals and nationalists vehemently and relentlessly 
pushed their creeds as ways to free humanity from the burden of supporting a lazy aristocracy and 
from the threats of foreign oppression.  
  Ultimately these forces and their dreams for Europe collided 

in 1848, a year of revolutions and upheavals.  Of the major powers 
who dealt directly with these forces, only Britain managed to bal-
ance reform with traditional systems and thus remained untouched 
by revolution.  For the rest of Europe, the result was the birth of a 
new type of European leadership, neither totally liberal, nor totally 
conservative.   The leader’s of this new Europe would eventually 
become known as nationalists who themselves would grapple with 
even more debate and discussion among the ideologically charged 
environment of late nineteenth century Europe.   

IV

The Early Nineteenth Century 1815-1850
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...the framework knitters are empowered to break and destroy all frames and engines that fabricate articles 
in a fraudulent and deceitful manner and to destroy all framework knitters’ goods whatsoever that are so 
made and whereas a number of deceitful unprincipled and intriguing persons did attain an Act to be passed 
... whereby it was enacted that persons entering by force into any house shop or place to break or destroy 
frames should be adjudged guilty of felony ... that such Act was obtained in the most fraudulent interested 
and electioneering manner and that ... Parliament ... was deceived as to the motives and intentions of the 
persons who obtained such Act we therefore the framework knitters do hereby declare the aforesaid Act to 
be null and void.... And we do hereby declare to all hosiers lace manufacturers and proprietors of frames that 
we will break and destroy all manner of frames whatsoever ... that do not pay the regular prices heretofore 
agreed to [by] the masters and workmen ...whereas all frames of whatsoever description the work-men of 
whom are not paid in the current coin of the realm will invariably be destroyed.....
Given under my hand this first day of January 1812. God protect the Trade. 
Ned Lud’s -Office Sherwood Forest

“England History. The Luddites.” Marxists Internet Archive. Web. <http://marx.org/history/england/combination-laws/ned-ludd-1812.htm>.

By the Framework Knitters: A Declaration.
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2. Using the primary source documents from the 
Reader, describe the working conditions of factory 
workers.  Does each primary source share a similar 
view point?  
3. Was the condition of the early factory workes really 
worse than that of agricultural laborers?

Class 5: Reactions to the Industrial Revo-
lution or Ism, ism and more isms
Purpose:  How does society react to major eco-
nomic changes? 
Reading:
 Industry and Population
   McKay (6) 732-734, (7) 733-734, (8) 733-735 
 The Early Labor Movement in Britain (unionism)
   McKay (6) 748-749, (7) 748-749, (8) 748-750 
 Liberalism
   McKay (6) 761-62, (7) 762, (8) 761-762 
 French Utopian Socialism
   McKay (6) 764-765, (7) 764, (8) 764-765 
Tasks:
1. Summarize the theories of Malthus and Ricardo.
2. Define economic liberalism.
3. Were socialists pro- or anti-liberalism?

Class 1: Introduction to the 19th Century 
or This looks pretty familiar
Purpose:  Are the trends of the 19th century similar 
to those of the 20th?
Tasks:
Complete the handout, pages 300-304.

Class 2: Society and Industrialization, or 
King of the Mill
Purpose:  Do “positive” developments have unex-
pected outcomes?
Reading:
 The Industrial Revolution in Britain, 
   McKay (6) 725-732, (7) 726-733, (8) 726-733
Tasks:
1. Describe the impact of the railroads on industry 
and life.
2. What barrier had to be broken to enable the 
development of industry?
3. What are the consequences of these revolu-
tionary developments such as Arkwright’s water 
frame?

Class 3: Industrialization Spreads 
Abroad or like pebbles in a pond....
Purpose:  Can technology have a domestic and not 
a global significance?
Reading:
 Industrialization in Continental Europe, 
   McKay (6) 734-740, (7) 734-740, (8) 735-740
Tasks:
Take notes on the following topic areas:
  1) national variations; 2) challenges 
  3) agents of industrialization 
Class 4: The working class and working 
conditions or poor, poor Oliver
Purpose:  Is one group suffering for the betterment 
of future generations ethical? 
Reading:
 Capital and Labor, 
  McKay (6) 740-749, (7) 741-749, (8) 740-750
 Rules of a Factory in Berlin, 
   Reader X, pp. 369-370
 Yorkshire Slavery” Richard Oastler, 
   Reader X, pp. 371-372
 The Condition of the Working Class, 
  Reader X, pp. 373-375
Tasks:
1. In the section Capital and Labor, read and take 
notes on one of the following topics areas:
  factory owners, 
   conditions of work
   sexual division of labor

The Luddites were a 
social movement of 

British textile artisans in the early nineteenth centu-
ry who protested—often by destroying mechanized 
looms—against the changes produced by the Indus-
trial Revolution, which they felt threatened their live-
lihood.
 This English historical movement has to be seen 
in its context of the harsh economic climate due to 
the Napoleonic Wars, and the degrading working 
conditions in the new textile factories.  The principal 
objection was the introduction of new wide-framed 
automated looms that could be operated by cheap, 
relatively unskilled labor, resulting in the loss of jobs 
for many skilled textile workers.
 The original Luddites claimed to be led by one “King 
Ludd” (also known as “General 
Ludd” or “Captain Ludd”) whose 
signature appears on a “workers’ 
manifesto” of the time. 
 “Machine breaking” (indus-
trial sabotage) was subsequent-
ly made a capital crime by the 
Frame Breaking Act and 17 men 
were executed after an 1813 trial 
in York. Many others were trans-
ported as prisoners to Australia. At one time, there 
were more British troops fighting the Luddites than 
Napoleon I on the Iberian Peninsula. 

Industrialism: Change and Reaction 

Ned Ludd
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Class 6: Chartists and the Reform Bill of 
1832 or Count me, please, count me
Purpose:  Is democracy based on economics? 
Reading:
 Reform and Reaction, Tory Rule, 
   Reader XI, pp. 395-397
 Parliamentary Reform, Free Trade, and Chartism, 
    Reader XI, pp. 398-401
 The Peoples Charter and National Petition, 
    Reader XI, pp. 402-404
Tasks:
1.  Did the British experience with revolutionary 
France and political beliefs of the Tories cause them 
to over-react at Peterloo? Explain.
2. The Reform Bill of 1832 made England a democ-
racy in the “modern” sense. Defend or refute.
3. Why did it take so long for the Chartist reforms to 
become part of the English democratic experience?  
Have all the Chartist goal achieved?
   
Terms, phrases and concepts:
•Corn Laws, •Six Acts 1817, •Robert Peel, •Cato 
Street Conspiracy, •“Battle of Peterloo” or “Massa-
cre of Peterloo”,  •Combination Acts, 

Class 7 & 8: The Reform Act of 1867 or More 
leaves in the franchise table
Purpose:  How big should the franchise table be in 
any society? 
Reading:
 Great Britain in the Mid-Nineteenth Century,   
     Reader XI, p. 405
 Changing Political Leadership, 
    Reader XI, pp. 407-408
 The Growing Franchise, Reader XI , pp. 409-410 
Tasks:
1. Although it is called the Victorian Age, what 
would be an appropriate sub-title?  Disraeli and  
the Status Quo or The Reformer Gladstone?
2. Is this the beginning of modern political parties 
in Europe?
3.  Was the Reform Act of 1867 a democratic re-
form in the “modern” sense?
   
Terms, phrases and concepts:
•Crystal Palace, •philistinism, •Reform Bill of 
1867, •Crimean War, •Benjamin Disraeli, •William 
Gladstone,  •Chancellor of the Exchequer,

The Crystal 
Palace

London

The English 
Franchise: 
1832 and beyond

Brief overview of the British Franchise 

Dudley
JMW Turner

The Hay Wain
John  Constable

Views of
Industrial Britain
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Balkan 
Revolt
Creation of the 
Greek State

A Greek uprising occurred in 
1770, chiefly [caused] by a desire 

for land among Greek peasants and 
encouraged by Russia, which shared 
with the Greeks an adherence to the 
Orthodox church. Russia landed a 
small military force on the Pelopón-
nisos, but the rebels needed more 
support, and the Ottomans employed 
Albanians to crush them. During the 
intervening 50 years, the French and 
American revolutions had created 
an atmosphere more sympathetic 
to the causes of oppressed peoples. 

The weakness of the Ottomans had been 
demonstrated by a successful Serbian 
revolt in 1804 and by their difficulty in 
suppressing ... [an] Albanian  ... open re-
bellion

 In March 1821, Prince Alexandros 
Ypsilantis, a Greek who served as for-

eign minister to the Russian emperor, led 
an uprising in Moldavia. Archbishop Germanos of Pát-
rai initiated another Greek uprising at the monastery of 
Aghia Lavra in the Pelopónnisos. By June, the Ottomans 
had crushed Ypsilantis’s rebellion, but Germanos’s was 
[more] successful. By the following summer, the Greeks 
had captured Mesolóngion (Missolonghi), Athens, and 
Thebes. 
 In February 1825, all was transformed by the inter-
vention on the Ottoman side of Muhammad Ali, pow-
erful pasha of Egypt, whose son, Ibrahim Pasha, arrived 
in the Pelopónnisos with a large army. For two years the 
Egyptian army (largely Sudanese) burned and plundered, 
threatening the Greek rebels with total defeat. Then on 
July 6, 1827, British foreign minister George Canning, 
angered—among other things—by stories that Greek 
prisoners were being sold as slaves in Cairo, persuaded 
Russia and France to join Britain in imposing on the vari-
ous parties the Treaty of London. This proposed the es-
tablishment of Greece as an autonomous state under Ot-
toman sovereignty, protected by a naval blockade that the 
three allies would mount. The treaty, however, triggered a 
naval confrontation between the powers on October 20, 
1827, resulting in the complete destruction of the Otto-
man and Egyptian fleets in the Battle of Navarino.
 [In t]he Treaty of Adrianople, September 1829, the Ot-

tomans gave 
up control of 
Greece. Brit-
ain, France, 
and Russia 
pro c la ime d 
Greece’s in-
dependence 
in the Lon-
don Proto-
col, February 
1830. 
  

Greece on the Ruins of Missolonghi
Eugene Delacroix

“Greek War of Independence,” Microsoft® Encarta® Online Encyclo-
pedia 2009 http://encarta.msn.com © 1997-2009 Microsoft Corpo-
ration. All Rights Reserved

Belgian 
Revolt
Creation of the 
Belgian State

After 1815, Bel-
gium became the 

southern part of of the 
United Kingdom of 
the Netherlands. King William I favored the Protestants 
who dominated Holland and he became unpopular in the 
south. 
 The French-speaking Walloons strenuously rejected 
his attempt to make Dutch the universal language of gov-
ernment. However, some Flemings spoke a Dutch dialect 
(Flemish) and welcomed the encouragement of Dutch. 
Other Flemings, notably the educated bourgeoisie, pre-
ferred to speak French. Although Catholics possessed 
legal equality, they resented their subordination to a gov-
ernment that was fundamentally Protestant in spirit and 
membership. Few Catholics held high office in state or 
army. Political liberals in the south complained as well 
about the king’s authoritarian methods. All southerners 
complained of underrepresentation in the national leg-
islature. Although the south was industrializing and was 
more prosperous than the north, the accumulated griev-
ances allowed the multiple opposition forces to coalesce. 
The outbreak of revolution in France in 1830 was a signal 
for action, at first on behalf of autonomy for Belgium and 
later on behalf of total independence. William dithered 
and his half-hearted efforts to reconquer Belgium were 
thwarted by the efforts of the Belgians themselves and by 
diplomatic opposition of the great powers.
 At the the London Conference of 1830–31, the chief 
powers of Europe ordered an armistice between the 
Dutch and the Belgians. The first draft for a treaty of sep-
aration of Belgium and the Netherlands was rejected by 
the Belgians. A second draft was rejected by William I, 
who resumed hostilities. Intervention forced William to 
withdraw Dutch forces from Belgium late in 1831, and in 
1833 an armistice of indefinite duration was concluded. 
Belgium was effectively independent.
The London Conference of 1838–39 prepared the final 
Dutch-Belgian separation treaty of 1839.

Episode of the 
Belgian 

Revolution of 
1830

Egide Charles 
Gustave 

Wappers

“Belgium - encyclopedia article - Citizendium.” Welcome to Citizen-
dium - Citizendium. Web.  <http://en.citizendium.org/wiki/Belgium>.
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The Gleaners (1857)
Jean-Francois Millet

Third Class Carriage (1860-63)
Honore Daumier

Liberty Leading the People, 28 July 1830
Eugene Delacroix

The French 
Experience: 

Unrest and Parisian Mobs
Class 9: More of the Same in France: 
1815-1848 or The Brother ain’t so rusé 
Purpose:  After fighting for a privilege, are people 
willing to extend that to others? 
Reading:
 Bourbon Restoration and the Revolt of 1830, 
    Reader XI, pp. 413-417 
Tasks:
1. What is recognized as a problem of the Charter, the
 “gift” of Louis XVIII to the people of France?
2. What was the  principle feature of Charles X’s reign?
3. How would an Ultraroyalist and a liberal interpret 
the July Ordinances?    
Terms, phrases and concepts:
•Ultraroyalists, •1814 Charter, •Bonapartists, •White 
Terror, •Law of Indemnity, •Law of Sacrilege

Gare St-Lazare (1877)
Claude Monet

The Bar at the Follies Bergere (1882)
Edouard Manet

Sunday afternoon on the Island of la 
Grande Jatte (1886)   Georges Seurat

Views of

19th 
Century 

France

Class 10: More of the Same in France: 
1815-1848 or You don’t like my dinner party?
Purpose:  Is democracy a bourgeois trait? 
Reading:
   Louis Philippe and the July Monarchy, 1830-1848, 
   Reader XI, pp. 418-421
Tasks:
1. Would the haute bourgeoisie willingly extend the 
franchise to the petite bourgeoisie?
2. Does the term bourgeois monarchy accurately 
describe the rule of Louis Philippe?
3. Identify the opposition groups to Louis Philippe’s 
government.

Terms, phrases and concepts:
• July Ordinances, •haute & petite bourgeois, •Bour-
geois Monarchy, •Party of Resistance, •Party of Move-
ment, •Adolphe Thiers, •Legitimists, •la Poire

Leaving School (1847-48)
Honore Daumier
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At mid-century, Great Britain, France and Russia were the three major powers of Europe.  However 
the unification of Italy and Germany altered the balance of power in Central Europe and dramatically 
changed international politics.  Moreover, ethnic minorities in the Dual Monarchy of Austria-Hun-
gary clamored for more rights, setting the stage for further conflict in Europe.  During the second 
half of the 19th century, Europe moved into the age of mass politics.  The British Parliament passed a 
second reform bill in 1867 and a third in 1884, expanding the franchise.  The ministries of Gladstone 
and Disraeli fought for the hearts of the working class with progressive policies.  Beginning with a 
republic, then another Napoleonic empire, France ended up with a Third Republic, more an accom-
modation than a choice.  The franchise also increased in Belgium, Germany and Italy.
 The last few decades of the century saw remarkable changes in economic, social and cultural arenas.  The Great Expo-
sition of 1851 set the stage for remarkable changes in the markets.  Mass production helped to usher in a period of rapid 
growth, despite long depressions that gripped Europe during the 70’s and 80’s.  Though this period of mass production 
helped to increase the quality of life, the difficult conditions of the laboring poor helped the creation of mass socialist par-
ties in France, Germany, Italy and most Western European states.  Despite these developments, economic conditions also 
helped to create modern mass culture.  Mass circulation newspapers, department stores offering an astonishing variety of 
goods, the emergence of spectator sports and the bicycle help symbolize this period.
 The rise in aggressive nationalism was one of the consequences of the advent of mass politics.  Newspapers in every 
country castigated national rivalries and encouraged the “new imperialism” that began in the 1880’s.  By the outbreak of 
World War I, the European powers had divided up three-quarters of the world’s surface.  Imperialism helped sharpen 
international rivalries and contributed to the entangling alliance that led Europe into two heavily armed camps.
 Amid scientific progress, a boom in manufacturing, and the emergence of mass politics in Western Europe, many art-
ists and intellectuals worried that Western Civilization was moving too rapidly and was almost out of control.

The Nineteenth Century 1850-1914
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Class 11 & 12: The Year of Revolutions or 
Run, King, Run!
Purpose:  What is needed for a successful revolution? 
Reading:
 February Revolution in France, 1848, 
   Reader XI, pp. 426-430 
 The Revolutions of 1848, 
   McKay, (6) 778-784, (7) 778-782, (8) 777-782
 The Revolution of 1848 in Italy
  Reader XII, pp. 447-451
Tasks:
1.  Take notes on the success or failure of revolution 
in France.  (Base notes on Reader)
2. Take notes on the success or failure of revolu-
tions in Austria (McKay), Prussia (McKay). OR Italy 
(Reader XII).
3.  Did any revolts of 1848 succeed in the short term?  
Terms, phrases and concepts:
•national workshops, •June Days, •Francis Joseph I,
 •German Confederation, •Frankfurt Assembly, 
•“crown from the gutter”, •Mazzini, •neo-Guelf

Class 13: The Year of Revolutions or 
Arise ye pris’ners of starvation 
Purpose:  Do most people really understand Marx? 
Reading:
 The Birth of Marxian Socialism
   McKay, (6) 765-766, (7) 765-766, (8) 765-766 

Marx and 1848
Arise ye prisn’er of starvation

 The Communist Manifest, 
  Reader XI, pp. 422-425
Tasks:
1. What is the intellectual 
relationship between Hegel 
and Marx?
2. Did Karl Marx overstate the 
level of alienation and 
de-humanization of laborers 
by capitalists in his writing of The Communist Manifest?

Extended Assignment 
Locate a copy of the words for the Internationale.  
Bring in an English language and non-English lan-
guage copy of the text. 

Class 14: Essay and Multiple Choice Test: 
The Revolution in Industry and Politics
Class 15: DBQ
Class 16: Art in the 19th Century
Purpose:  Are the trends in art reflective of chang-
es in European Society?
Task: Art Auction

The Uprising (1860)
Honore Daumier

Marx and Engles 
Families
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http://pagesperso-orange.fr/houot.alain/Hist/xix/xix.html

Revolutions 
of 1830

Revolutions 
of 1848

Industrialization in Europe, 19th Century

Europe 1815
Congress of 

Vienna


